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Challenge Social Studies 9 
 

Course Description:  
● First semester 
● This course is open to freshmen. 

Prerequisite: Recommendation by OMS Social Studies teacher. 
 
In addition to accelerated units on world geography and economics, this course focuses on higher-order thinking 
and writing skills, including analysis and synthesis, summarizing, and thesis statements.  Prospective students 
should be prepared to participate in class–wide sharing and critiquing of individual efforts and ideas.  

 
 

Learning Targets 
 
Domain:  Cite evidence from multiple sources to support claim 
Priority Standard:  SS.Inq3.b.h Support claim with evidence using sources from multiple 
perspectives and mediums (electronic, digital, print, and other mass media). 

● Students will research systems of governments and develop claims about how 
different systems of government impact the lives of citizens differently. 

 
Domain:   Economic Indicators 
Priority Standard:  SS.Econ3.a.h Assess how decisions about spending and production made 
by households, businesses, and governments determine the nation's levels of income, 
employment, and prices. Analyze why unemployment rates differ for people of different ages, 
races, and genders. Use economic indicators to analyze the current and future state of the 
economy. 

● Students will analyze data about the unemployment rate to make claims about the 
current state of the economy and analyze other economic indicators to make 
predictions about the future of the economy.  

● Students will analyze the processes of production and spending in various types of 
economic systems and draw conclusions about the effectiveness of those systems 
for households, businesses, and governments.  

 
Domain:  Historical Context 
Priority Standard:  SS.Hist4.a.h Analyze how the historical context (situation) influences a 
primary or secondary source. 

● Students will select a topic to follow in the news and analyze & compare how 

 



 
 

 

different publications represent the same topic. Students will investigate the 
historical context of the event in order to understand how past events may impact 
perspectives on the topic.  

 
Domain:  Political Participation  
Priority Standard:  SS.PS3.ah Create and evaluate solutions to increase voter participation. 
Evaluate their role in  government at the local, state, tribal, and federal levels. 

● Students will organize and participate in a mock election to demonstrate their 
understanding of a citizen’s role in government. 

 
 
 

Student achievement will be assessed frequently through quizzes, tests, essays, presentations, 
and other project based activities.  

Please contact the principal with any questions about these learning targets.  

 

 

 

 


